UNIVERSITY NEWS
Vol. 64 April 06-12
No. 14 2026
Price Rs. 50.00

A Weekly Journal of Higher Education
Published by the Association of Indian
Universities

In This Issue

CONTENTS PAGE

Articles

Five Years of the National Education 3
Policy: A Critical Review

Environmental Education as a Catalyst 7
for Skill Development: Aligning
NEP-2020 and NCFSE 2023 Towards
Realising Viksit Bharat 2047

Academic Libraries as Strategic 13
Drivers of NIRF Perception:
Repositioning Libraries for
Institutional Reputation and Ranking
Excellence

Higher Education and National 19
Transformation: ~ Building  Viksir
Bharat@2047

Convocation Address 30

National Institute of Technology
Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu

Campus News 35

Theses of the Month 38
Social Sciences
Advertisement 43

Subscription Tariff
(Effective April 01, 2025)

Inland
Institutions Academics/
Students
(at residential
address only)
Rs. Rs.
1 year 2500.00 1000.00
2years  4400.00 1800.00
Subscription is payable in advance by Bank
Draft MO/NEFT only in favour of Association
of Indian Universities, New Delhi.

Patron
Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak

Editorial Committee Chairperson

Dr (Ms) Pankaj Mittal
Editorial Committee

Dr Amarendra Pani

Dr Mamta Rani Agarwal
Editor

Dr Sistla Rama Devi Pani

- KI26028004

LIRPARY
ITM & versiy

Five Years of the Nation#d1'F'di€ation
Policy: A Critical Review
Upinder Dhar* and Santosh Dhar**

National Education Policy released on 29" July 2020
represented a paradigm shift in restructuring the education system
in India, targeting the reform of the existing system to make it more
inclusive, multidisciplinary, and skill-based. The policy, which
includes promises such as early childhood care reforms, overall
curriculum redesign, digital inclusion, and multilingual education,
has yet to deliver on its promises with mixed outcomes. It is these
reforms that are considered essential in enabling and empowering
the vision that guides so much of what is set before the students
today. This article is a critical review of the policy, pointing out the
effective interventions as well as the current challenges. It highlights
the disparities and revenue limitations between the Centre and
states, and the institutional inertia that has been impeding progress
in a broad exchange. It is also an attempt to introspect on the use of
the public consultation process, organisation of governance and the
changing political influence on education reform in India.

The preceding National Policy on Education, introduced
in 1986 and revised in 1992, had lost track of the requirements of a
dynamic society in the 21 century. As the needs for innovation,
globalisation, and all-inclusive development emerged and
intensified, the leaders of all fields demanded a paradigm shift. One
of the biggest consultation processes in the history of Indian policy
involved educators, students, researchers, policymakers, as well
as civil society, which formed the basis of the National Education
Policy—2020 (NEP—2020). Such a participatory framework
provided the policy with a firm democratic background and the
feeling of ownership, as it closed the dimensions between reality
and hope on the ground. The NEP 2020 has been drafted to reform
the learning systems and help in reconstituting and setting a new
academic agenda in a fast-changing socio-economic and technological
environment.

The vision of NEP-2020 is to have an education system
whereby creativity, critical thinking and ethical bindings are
developed at all levels within an education system. The
policy aims to reform curricula in support of diminishing
rote learning, encouraging vocational and interdisciplinary
studies and promoting multilingualism. The central concern of
democratizing education, which has always been there, is the drive
to regional, gender, caste and income equity in education. Such a
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